
City of Edinburgh Council
Cycle Share Scheme Feasibility Study

Background

Cycle share schemes provide greater mode choice and flexibility by facilitating 
short term cycle hire. They provide the opportunity for single trips to be made 
by enabling users (residents, visitors or commuters) to hire a bike from one 
location and leave it at another.  

There is growing interest in the operation of cycle share schemes in the UK, 
and The City of Edinburgh Council has commissioned Halcrow to undertake 
an initial study to assess the potential feasibility of introducing a cycle share 
scheme in Edinburgh.  

Cycle Share in Practice

There are a range of different types of cycle share schemes in operation. 
Some examples of existing schemes include:

Vélib (www.en.velib.paris.fr)
Launched in Paris in July 2007.• 
20,600 bikes and 1,451 stations.• 
Owned and operated by the City authorities and financed by an  • 

 advertising corporation.
Subscription from 1 Euro per day to 29 Euros per annum.• 
Use is free for the first 30 minutes.  Charge of 1 Euro for the   • 

 first additional 30 minutes, 2 Euros for the second additional 30  
 minutes and 4 Euros for each additional 30 minutes thereafter.

Bicing (www.bicing.com) 
Launched in Barcelona in March 2007.  • 
1,500 bicycles and 100 stations.• 
Managed and maintained by the City Council and an advertising  • 

 corporation.    
Only available to residents on payment of an annual subscription  • 

 fee of 24 Euros.
Use is free for the first 30 minutes and charge of 0.30 Euros   • 

 per 30 minutes then applies.  After 2 hours the charge increases to  
 3 Euros per hour.  



OYBike (www.oybike.com) 
Pilot launched in London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham in  • 

 2004.
Pilot funded by grant from Hammersmith and Fulham Council, the  • 

 scheme is now self funded through advertising and hire revenue.
57 stations across London, Southampton, Reading and   • 

 Farnborough.
£10 initial credit required for registration.  Hire is free for first   • 

 30 minutes and a charge of £2 per hour is then applied up to a  
 maximum daily charge of £8.

Your Views

We would like to hear your views on the feasibility of introducing a cycle 
share scheme in Edinburgh, including:

• Would you support the introduction of a scheme in Edinburgh?
Do you think there would be demand for a scheme in Edinburgh? • 
In which areas/locations do you think the stations should be   • 

 located? 
What would you see as the main benefits? • 
Do you think that there would be any problems/disadvantages?• 
Do you have any experience of using a cycle share scheme? (good  • 

 or bad)
Do you have any other comments about such a scheme? • 

Comments should be submitted no later than 14th March 2008 to:
SCS@halcrow.com or

Pamela Gidney
Halcrow Group Ltd
16 Abercromby Place 
Edinburgh 
EH3 6LB

Thanks for your assistance.


